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Congratulations to the Phoenix Arts
Group

The Association’s Phoenix Arts Group (PAG)
took part in the UK Federation of Chinese
Schools’ (UKFCS) annual performance competi-
tion in Lambeth Academy, London on 26" Febru-
ary this year. The music team won the Champion
prize in the music instrument category, the third
time we have been awarded the main prize. In
addition, the dance group also participated and

scooped the encouragement prize this year. Con-
gratulations and a big well done to all the per-
formers for their hard work and thanks to the par-
ents for their support. Thanks also to our music
teacher Dr Ping Hua, dance teacher Ms Yan Zhou
and Dr Jenny He for their tireless effort.

It has been a busy year for the PAG, the music
and dance teams performed at the city’s Chinese
New Year (CNY) celebration in early February.
The celebration was a huge success, with over a
few thousand attendants celebrating one of the
highlight events in the city. The group also per-
formed at both Eastleigh and Southampton Mela
festivals this year and for other charities and cul-
tural functions.

The Phoenix Arts Group would like to recruit new
pupils at the beginning of the new term. If your
child would like to learn one of the following
Chinese musical instruments: Pipa, Erhu or Dizi.
Or is interested in learning Chinese dance, please
contact Dr Ping Hua, email:
ping.hua@southamptonchinese.org.uk and tel:
023 8090 4002(evening).

Postal Address:

Chinese Association of Southampton

s E L 135 St Mary’s Street, Southampton, SO14 1NX

Drop in Centre: Redbridge Fire Station, Redbridge Hill, Southampton, SO16 4LZ
TEEI: (Each Wednesday 12:30pm - 2:30pm)

Email & Website: info@southamptonchinese.org.uk

5/ AL : http://www.southamptonchinese.org.uk

Telephone &EEf:

023 8023 7576
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Visiting the Xin-Chang-Zhen School in
Sichuan

This year marked the 3™ anniversary of the
Wenchuan earthquake. On behalf of CAS, Dr
Ping Hua visited the Xin-Chang-Zhen School in
Dayi County in Sichuan province at the end of
June this year to a warm reception. The main
building of the school was damaged during the
earthquake. The total cost for rebuilding the
school was £370,000 in which CAS contributed
£10,342.15. The CAS donation was used for the
construction of a multimedia conference room
and a counselling room. The rebuilding took
roughly six months and was completed at the end
of May 2010. Ms Wenli Guo, the school
Headmaster, on behalf of the school and the local
educational bureau, expressed their great gratitude
to CAS. Ms Guo also said that the school now
has the best conference room in the county, which
is used for various lectures and training as well as
parent meetings. Ping also met the executive
board of the school, representatives from the local
educational bureau, overseas Chinese Affairs
office of Chendu Municipal People’s Government
and Sichuan Provincial People’s Government.
During her time there Ping spoke to the student



representatives of school who expressed their
happiness about their new study environment and
were very ambitious for their future. The School
has changed their name to the Xin-Chang-Zhen
Overseas-Chinese Love School due to the
contribution from CAS. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank all the volunteers and
donors. (More photos from this visit can be
viewed from CAS website)
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CAS Sports Day

More than 80 people enjoyed the CAS sports day
on 19" June, which saw the University Jubilee
sports hall packed with sports fans. Participants
included CAS members and their families,
members from CSSA-Soton, guests from the
Salisbury Chinese Association (SCA), and
representatives from the University of
Bournemouth all joined in on the basketball,
badminton and table tennis competitions and Taiji
practice.

Winners included the University of Southampton
basketball team (winning the basketball
competition) and Louie La from the Salisbury
Chinese Association, winning the table tennis
individual prize. Prof. Wei Liu and his son Alex
won the family badminton prize, and Dr Feng Tao
and Dr Xiaoming Cheng won the Badminton
double prize.

CAS would like take this opportunity to thank all
the volunteers who made contributions to the
event: Xiaoguang Xue, Deng Pan, Shaoshi Yang
and Sima Chaotan. CAS would also like to
thanks the Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Community Foundation for the sports grant.
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Fire Safety Risk Assessment

Fire, we do need fire to cook. Fire does help our
members to run their catering business. However,
fire can destroy and fire can kill.

In the recent years, the law relating to fire
prevention had been changed. The Regulatory
Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 came into effect
in October 2006 and replaced over 70 pieces of
fire safety law.

This change affects all the non- domestic
premises in England and Wales. Under the Order,
the responsible person must carry out a fire safety
risk assessment and implement and maintain a

fire management plan. Basically, all the owners of
Chinese takeaway should ensure their shops are
free from fire risk. They have to carry out risk
safety assessment on their shops.

However, I have spoken to a lot of takeaway and
restaurant owners who do not even know the
requirement of the Order. Most people believe
that they only need to keep some fire
extinguishers in the shops in order to comply with
the law. In fact, you need to do more than this. If
you hire someone to carry the fire safety risk
assessment for you, it will cost you money. Andy
Lai did some researches; the cost is about £300-
£500 depending on the size of your shop.

We have recruited five volunteers who are
undergoing training provided by Hampshire Fire
and Rescue Services (HFRS). The aim of the
training is to equip these volunteers to carry out
basic fire safety risk assessment on takeaway
shops. Of course, the main purpose is to prevent/
reduce the risk of fire in our community. All our
volunteers have to attend HFRS headquarters in
Eastleigh every Tuesday from 6.00 pm to 9.00 pm
for 6 weeks.

If the volunteers complete the training course
successfully, CAS can provide service to our
members and charge them less than the market
price. The most important thing is that there is no
language barrier between the assessor and owner
of the business. The fee we collect will provide
funding to sustain the running of CAS day-to-day
activities.

Please keep an eye on this fire safety risk
assessment issue. We will update you as soon as
possible.
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